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Election/Restriction 

1 . An election without traverse of species (A) corresponding to claims 1-14 is 
acknowledged. Thus, claims 15-34 are hereby withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakanowatari 
(US 4820025). 

Nakanowatari discloses a liquid crystal display (LCD) device comprising: a pair of 
substrates (1,2) disposed in opposition to each other with a liquid crystal (4) interposed there 
between; a sealing material (3) which secures one of the substrates to the other and seals the 
liquid crystal; and an organic material layer (13) formed in at least an area surrounded by the 
sealing material on the one of the substrates, a non-formation region of the organic material layer 
(i.e., regions of no organic material are present, see at least Figures 1-4) being provided in the 
vicinity of the sealing material on a side opposite to a side where the sealant is provided. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-7 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakanowatari as applied to claims 1 and 8 above. 

An active matrix LCD device comprising a plurality of pixels each having a switching 
element (e.g., TFT), wherein the TFT-LCD device commonly comprises gate lines, data lines, a 
gate electrode, a source electrode, a drain electrode, a pixel electrode connecting to the drain 
electrode through a protective/organic/leveling insulating layer. It is common and known in the 
art that the use of an active matrix (employing TFTs as switching elements) for achieving 
advantages such as cross-talk reduction. Thus, it would have been at least obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ the concepts of an active 
matrix LCD device, as common and known in the art, and for also achieving advantages such as 
cross-talk reduction. 

Nakanowatari discloses the non-formation region being a region between the sealing 
material and the electrode. 

Nakanowatari discloses the sealing material having a rectangular pattern and the non- 
formation region (i.e., regions of no organic material are present, see at least Figures 1-4) of the 
organic material layer provided at least one corner of the sealing material. 
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The use of a black matrix layer is common and known in the art for achieving advantages 
such as high contrast. Therefore, it would have been at least obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to employ a black matrix layer, as common and known 
in the art, and for also achieving advantages such as high contrast. Further, it is known in the art 
and a common goal in the art to minimize components/cost, thus resulting in advantages such as 
thinner/lighter-weight display, which is accomplished by eliminating extra layers (e.g., integrate 
layers). Forming the organic layer performing the insulating and light-blocking functions of one 
layer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to organic 
layer comprising a black matrix layer for achieving advantages such as high contrast and cost- 
reduction. 

The use of a color filter layer is common and known in the art for achieving advantages 
such as a color display device. Further, it is noted the organic layer being a black matrix layer, a 
color filter, a leveling film (covering the black matrix layer and the color filter layer) are at least 
obvious variations (i.e., not patentably distinct) to each other. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Contact Information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan Ton whose telephone number is (571) 272-2303. 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,056 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2871 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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